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* Most of this lecture is adapted from, ‘Comparative Theology’ by H.H. Pope Shenouda lll.
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What is a tradition?

¢ A Tradition is the handing down ORALLY of
customs, beliefs, stories etc, .... from generation to
generation. 1P\ HoPHAAGE A\I°4.: A1007 AT10A 67

% The word “tradition” comes from Latin “Traditio.”

* A translation of a Greek word “Paradosis”.
Tm-4t PLN WA, A% What makes a tradition holy?
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¢ If the source of the tradition is God, Godly people,
whose only goal is honoring God and leading people for
a transformed (spiritually matured) life




T@-4t P50 QWA A% What makes a tradition
holy?

¢ Tradition is the living out of the revelation of God by
His people (What We Believe, by Fr. Daniel Anderson. 1997, Conciliar Press).

*¢* These traditions are described in the Old and New
Testaments

o To-41 vl A G777 ALA AT NHhN R

% Fo-4t e m P99, 90 - Q°0+H AT TEA M- TUHL hLGTICT
A F6h h9°PATO0HN: P70 NMHPFA aPechel: 2279 VHL.0.07,
TOHLH AR (Fa0rE L hv? HI0E &C ALT TIh0C
hCOte/ TET0F 71 he9°C HI0C)

o -4t 0 GATIO-PT LA AIPOC 9°0 HorGP Hh G (el A2, D67
Az (AATO-1E v 2R TIPUCT hCOR0 m2al7h: ALT
TIUCT: AIPA: AL 9P\l TPUGTE WY



VA, ZO+P7 h91P7 HALL. he:: People’s
tradition

** Every society in every generation has its own
tradition. There are good and bad things in it

*+» The good traditions, majority of them, are directly
or indirectly came from Holy traditions, biblical
teachings, lives of good people, laws and
regulations....

& AVTHII8, QAT Hch HFRE API NIFAL hAk FPALK Tz

+» The bad traditions hurt the people who practice
them and others

*» There were traditions that the bible is warning us
not to fit into them (g4h& $%0 N H9TP QWA CHP
£N4\)
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“» Examples:- Why do thy disciples transgress
the tradition of the elders? for they wash not
their hands when they eat bread. But he
answered and said unto them, Why do ye also
transgress the commandment of God by your
tradition? And he said unto them, Full well ye
reject the commandment of God, that ye may
keep your own tradition. Making the word of
God of none effect through your tradition, which
ye have delivered: and many such like things
do ye. (Matthew 15:1-7, Mark 7:3-13)
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‘*Examples:- Beware lest any man spoil you

through philosophy and vain deceit, after

the tradition of men, after the rudiments of
the world, and not after Christ. (Col 2:8)

* Now we command you, brethren, in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye
withdraw yourselves from every brother that
walketh disorderly, and not after the
tradition which he received of us. 2 Th 3:6




Now can you tell me some of the
bad customs in our culture
(Eritrean Culture, Eritrean-

American Culture and American
Culture)?

o0 PL4AT Xchd T FART HFNCOTEY? HEAT
MWAFTT NTIAE THAMAS?
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A Time Line of Church History

New
Testament
Era
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Pentecost (A.D. 29 is
thought to be more
accurate).

Council at Jerusalem (Acts
15) establishes precedent for
addressing Church disputes
in Council. James presides
as bishop.

Bishop Ignatius consecrated
in Antioch in heart of New
Testament era—St. Peter
had been the first bishop
there. Other carly bishops
include James, Polycarp,
and Clement.

Book of Revelation written,
probably the last of the New
Testament books.

St. Justin Martyr describes
the liturgical worship of the
Church, centered in the
Eucharist. Liturgical
worship is rooted in both the
Old and New Testament.

Seven Ecumfnical Councils
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the major heretical challenge
to the Christian faith when
the heretic Arius asserts
Christ was created by the
Father. St. Athanasius
defends the eternality of the
Son of God. The Arians
continue their assault on
true Christianity for years.
Nicea is the first of Seven
Ecumenical (Church-wide)
Councils.

Council of Chalcedon
affirms apostolic doctrine of
two natures in Christ.

In a synod in Toledo, Spain,
the filioque, asserting that
the Holy Spirit proceeds
from the Father and the Son
is added to the Nicene
Creed. This error is later
adopted by Rome.

« 787 The era of Ecumenical

Councils ends at Nicea, with
the Seventh Council bring-
ing the centuries-old use of
icons back into the Church.
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« 325 The Council of Nicea settles
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* 988 Conversion of Russia

Bagits. * 1517 Martin Luther nails his 95

Theses to the door of the
Roman Church in
Wittenberg, starting the
Protestant Reformation.

+ 1054 The Great Schism occurs.
Two major issues include
Rome’s claim to a universal
papal supremacy and her
addition of the filiogue
clause to the Nicene Creed.,
The Photian schism (880) * 1794 Missionaries arrive on
further complicated the Kodiak Island in Alaska;
debate. Orthodoxy introduced to

North America.

* 1529 Church of England begins
pulling away from Rome.

+ 1095 The Crusades begun by the
Roman Church. The Sack
of Constantinople by Rome
(1204) adds to the dogma.
estrangement between East
and West.

* 1854 Rome establishes the
Immaculate Conception

= 1870 Papal Infallibility becomes
Roman dogma.

* 1333 St. Gregory Palamas
defends the Orthodox
practice of hesychast
spirituality and the use of
the Jesus prayer.

* 1988 One thousand years of
Orthodoxy in Russia, as
Orthodox Church world-wide
maintains fullness of the
apostolic faith.

* 114153 Turks overrun
Constantinople; Byzantine
Empire ends.

© Copyright 1988 Conciliar Press: Second Edition 1989
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Holy Tradition In The Old Testament
¢ Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of

their fat. And the LORD respected Abel and his

offering. Gen 4:4 (written law was given later)

4

» In the same manner Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and
also Job knew the offering animal sacrifice and
building Altars trough Holy tradition before the

written low Gen &:20

\/

** This stone which I have set as a pillars shall be God’s
house, and of all that You give me I will surely give a tenth

to you. Gen. 28:22

AH N9° hOAT 104 Adarf HATE ha O F0 hFho<? A0 N
AHUNL HOA hede £97 0GC hunh AP ASNA +arqR0::



T4 &0 kL 0457 (Holy Tradition In The
Old Testament)

+Joseph knew that adultery is a great ‘wickedness’
he knows through holy tradition long, before the
written low. Gen 39:9-10

“ haog, 124 ki, 902 h&%T Al P&, APPAH hn At h1C::

*» God rested on the seventh day therefore the lord
blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed it. Ex 20:11

2 R1 AHANLEC NANGLt ava -t hh Adeh- AT 1990 A0 T
0. hhP? LLOhP7:

‘*we read about Melchizedek being called a priest of
God. And Abraham give him a tithe. Gen 14:18-2

v avi\h 8.2.¢ At U7 A0-A A9°AR A7LET DLTT A9P%h,,, A
ANCYI° £ WOt HTILTD O4C 70




T@-4- T a0 NS 057 (Holy Tradition In The
Old Testament)

» Almost two thousand years had elapsed since
the creation of Adam and Eve until the written law
was given to Moses the Prophet. During this long
period of time Tradition was the only source of
knowledge about God and His commandments.

< rhed® €8 AMMLANMNC G0t A0T: TAI°ATH QU HAOA aPaPhE: OOC: P40
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Holy Tradition In The Old Testament

“* During this period, holy men and women (Abel, Enoch,
Methuselah, Noah, Abraham, Sarah, Melchizedek, Lot,
Isaac, Rebecca, Jacob, Rachel, etc...) pleased God with
their righteous lives and have been considered as
examples for us to learn from and follow. (Heb 11:1-29;
1Pet 3:1-6)

* King David, “We have heard with our ears, O God, our
fathers have told us, what deeds You did in their days, in
days of old.” (Ps 44:1)

% “A RPN At PLIC HOPT A0S HINCHE: NCH ANFTT AHPHFEIPAS
ANAL:: (IAHTS ATL09E A6 avH 44:1



He1Achd. TUCT AeG2&? Questions To

Ponder:

 Many times we read in the Holy Gospels about our
Lord Jesus Christ teaching the people in the
synagogues (Mt 9:35; Mk 1:21; 6:2; Lk 4:15; 13:22;
19:47), but the Holy Bible did not document any of
these blessed teachings. Did all these Divine
teachings just vanish?

|t has been said, that all that is written in the Holy
Gospels cumulatively, would only cover 18 days in the
life of our Lord Jesus Christ. His ministry was
approximately 3 years (3 x 365=1095 days). What
about the missing 1077 days? Where are the writings
of over 99% of His ministry?
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Questions To Ponder:

 Many times we read in the Holy Gospels about our
Lord Jesus Christ teaching the people in the
synagogues (Mt 9:35; Mk 1:21; 6:2; Lk 4:15; 13:22;
19:47), but the Holy Bible did not document any of
these blessed teachings. Did all these Divine
teachings just vanish?

% 18397 a2 h'1S7T ALM0 hChfa TadIT 3 Gavt7 3 OCeh7 (3 X
365=1095 @29\ tT) A0l A02T A0 TT NAA 0 FFT7 NPRA. CO-TI°UC
1042 Iete ATTHXAF At aPhet: PN g hG P90 1hAC
NI°HTAhd. TIVAAG AR
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aoiao<Ck 104 €191 ALA0 20 hCh-RO @4, A9°Ah h9° HD1 °h 7t RHAIPk
AT 7he9° 1Oa0< heDF PR WS A AR AH. HTAch&:” &Y 20:30-31



+@-44 Al HAL10 97 Questions To Ponder:

* |tis written that our Lord Jesus Christ remained with
His disciples 40 days after His resurrection “speaking
of things pertaining to the Kingdom of God” (Acts 1:3).
But the Holy Book of Acts doesn'’t reveal what our
Lord said. Does this mean that we have no access to
these things pertaining to the Kingdom of God?

« St. Jacob wrote only one short Holy Epistle that
probably took one hour of his time, St. Jude left us a
very short Holy Epistle that might have taken half an
hour to write, and St. Peter le ft us two short Holy
Epistles. Where are the rest of their blessed
teachings? Where are the teachings of the rest of the
Apostles?
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Holy Tradition In The New Testament
Our Lord Jesus Christ did not write a book, He did
not document His blessed teachings on paper, but
He chose His disciples who accompanied Him day
and night.

They absorbed His teachings and learned directly
from Him. He sent them to teach the whole world and
to make disciples of all nations, “Go therefore and
make disciples of all nations.” (Mt 28:19) Making
disciples is based primarily on direct contact with the
person and on verbal teaching

St. Paul said to his disciple Timothy, “Hold fast the
pattern of sound words which you have heard from
me.” (1Tim 1:13)




Holy Tradition In The New Testament

 St. John “I had many things to write, but | do not wish to
write to you with pen and ink; but | hope to see you shortly,
and we shall speak face to face.” (3Jn 13)

+»» St. Paul said to the Corinthians, “The rest | will set in order
when | come.” (1Cor 11:34)

» St. John said, “And there are also many other things that
Jesus did, which if they were written one by one, | suppose
that even the world itself could not contain the books that
would be written.” (John 21:25)

“» Example if you look for this verse, whom St. Paul quoted the
words of our Lord Jesus Christ, many times “It is more
blessed to give than to receive” you do find it in any of the
four Holy Gospels but were known by Holy Tradition. (Acts 20:
35) Also (1Cor 7:10) and (1Cor 9:14).




@4 Al ALH NLAT a°4 014, Ade&? Holy
Tradition In The New Testament

*+ “Brethren, join in following my example, and note
those who so walk, as you have us as a pattern” (Phil
3:17), and “The things which you learned and
received and heard and saw in me, these do.” (Phil
4:9) YPCP Aa-teh “ht: NS HATIOAICP: HHarYChIPP7
HZARPPT ING AT° A9°AH AA° Pafith-?° W o7 AR”

«» St. Paul said, “For in Christ Jesus | have begotten
you through the gospel. Therefore | urge you,
imitate me.” (1Cor 4:16) 7PC? 4@-ieh “..a%0 T8 hr'r”

s St. Paul “Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold
the traditions which ye have been taught, whether
by word, or our epistle.” 2 Thessalonians 2:15




PO Al ALT 18T 992,018, htr? Holy

Tradition In The New Testament

% “RIPNAC ARI° AhPTG 27009 dao-: 1k APA b1 NaPAR TS
HaPYCS9° A HHP::
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» Christianity is, therefore, a religion that is Holy
Tradition-bound and is strongly committed to
discipleship.




P04 Al AL AT 902,13, hirs? Holy

Tradition In The New Testament
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aoonh (References)
» Holy Bibile (KJV) and Tigrigna
» Most of this lecture is adapted from,

‘Comparative Theology’ by H.H. Pope
Shenouda lll.

» Liturgical Teaching by Bishop Moussa

» Eritrean Orthodox Church Diocese of North
America Website (www.tewahdo.org)

» Egyptian Orthodox Church, Diocese of
Southern United State website
(www.suscopts.org)

4

®

®

4

®

®

4

®

®

4

®

®

4

®

®




