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Book Review
by Deacon Habtu Ghebre-Ab

Clark Carlton,
The Way.
What Every
Protestant

Should  Know
About the Or-
thodox Church,

Regina Ortho-
dox Press
(Salisbury, MA,

1997).
As a young man, Clark Carlton was an

unyielding and fire-breathing Southern
Baptist. At the same time, one senses
from his biography that he was bril-
liant, inquisitive and wanted answers to
some of the most vexing question he
came across with respect to the faith
in which he was brought up. After
completing his undergraduate studies in
philosophy from Carson-Newman Col-
lege in Jefferson City, Tennessee, he
continued his graduate studies at that
Southeastern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary in Wake Forest, North Carolina. It
was there that carlton converted to the
Orthodox Faith.

Since his conversion to the Orthodox
faith and subsequent studies at St.
Vladmir Theological Seminary and the
Catholic University of America in
Washington D.C, Clark Carlton has be-
come an eminent Orthodox theologian.
The Way: What Every Protestant
Should Know About the Orthodox
Church is one of the installments in
The Faith catechism series (7The Faith,
The Way, The Truth and the Life).

Part one of 7he Way is a gripping
story of the author's own spiritual pil-
grimage from Evangelical Protestantism
to Orthodoxy. It is in this book that
Clark Carlton has chosen to walk his
readers through his journey to the faith
of the Apostles “because many who
have read it have found points of con-
vergence with their own lives.”

In part two, the author painstakingly
and meticulously takes on the doctrine
of sola Scriptura, “the very bedrock of
Protestant theology”, which claims that
the Holy Bible is the sole source of
authority for Christian life and doctrine
— the conclusion being that not only
the doctrine is unscriptural, but that it
has no basis in the scriptures, church
history and the patristic writings. He
thoroughly discusses the following four
erroneous presuppositions for the doc-
trine of sola Scriptura.

The First presupposition is that the Bi-
ble represents a self-authenticating
canon. This assumes a closed and
universally recognized canon of Scrip-

ture. “To say that the Scripture is the
only sufficient source of doctrine as-
sumes that one knows exactly what
does and does not constitute Scrip-
ture.” Furthermore, this assumption
leaves no room for the fact that the
process of defining the canon of the
New Testament is a something that
took centuries. In point of fact, the
Church in its first few centuries had no
single, defined New Testament canon.

The second erroneous presupposition
of the doctrine of sola Scriptura is that
the Scriptures are self-interpreting. The
author asks, “If the Bible interprets it-
self, why have Protestants written hun-
dreds, if not thousands, of books to
explain it?” What is evident here is
that the importance of #fradition. Luther-
ans write their commentaries from
within the tradition of Luther, Melanch-
thon and the Augsburg Confession.
Presbyterians approach for writing their
commentaries is from within the tradi-
tion of Calvin, Beza, Knox and the
Westminster Catechism. “In short,
every commentary on the Bible is writ-
ten from within some tradition.” The
real question,” says Carlton, “is not
whether Scripture implies tradition, but
which tradition correctly interprets the
Scriptures.” The position of the Ortho-
dox Church with respect to this pre-
supposition is unambiguously stated in
the author's conclusion: “the tradition of
the Apostles is the authoritative inter-
pretive matrix within which the Scrip-
tures are rightly understood.”

The third presupposition for the doc-
trine of sola Scriptura is that the Scrip-
tures “were intended to be an all-
sufficient guide for Christians.” Taking
diversity of beliefs and practices with
respect to the topics of worship, bap-
tism and the Eucharist as practiced in
various Protestant denominations, the
author shows how untenable such a
presupposition can be. The author fur-
ther points to the dangers in the notion
that one can deduce doctrines and
practices by simply quoting misleading
verses of Scriptures without reference
to tradition. In contrast, the tradition of
the church, meaning “the uninterrupted
life of the Church from Pentecost until
today shows how the church has al-
ways understood” doctrines and prac-
tices consistently with that of the Apos-
tles and the enunciations of the Fa-
thers.

Finally, the author points to a presup-
position of sola Scriptura which sees
Christianity essentially as an idea or
even ideology. For the Orthodox, how-
ever, he argues that Christianity is not
reduced to a set of doctrines that any-

See Book Review Page 8
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Carlton responds by asserting that the Ortho-
dox Church has never accepted the Roman
doctrines of universal papal jurisdiction, papal
infallibility, purgatory, and the Immaculate
Conception “precisely because they are untra-
ditional.” Furthermore, the Orthodox Church
has never been identified with the belief that
there are two sources of authority. So, what
does the Orthodox Church accept as her source
of authority? Carlton answers, “The Church
recognizes one and only one source of author-
ity for Her faith and practice: THE APOS-
TOLIC TRADITION [writer’s emphasis]. The
Divine Scripture are part — albeit the most im-
portant part — of that tradition. To set Scripture
up as something over and apart from [the Ap-
ostolic] tradition is to have the tail wagging the
dog.” The author supports this faith of the Or-
thodox Church with proof-texts from the Scrip-
ture, the writings of the Church Fathers and
history. The discussion that deals with the
structure of worship in the early Church clearly
adds to the fuller understanding of the larger
idea of the Apostolic tradition.

Editorial

The Resurrection of Finote-Berhan
in North America

As most that follow events in Eritrea are
aware, Finote-Berhan was the official organ of
the Eritrean Orthodox Church of Eritrea for
over 50 years. In a country where nothing
seems to remain constant, Finote-Berhan re-
mained a solid institution for such a long pe-
riod. But in 2001 it was shut down in the midst
of preparations to celebrate its jubilee anniver-
sary. The publication’s only crime, if it must
be called that, was to stand true to the faith of
our fathers and disseminate the teachings of
our beloved Orthodox Church.

The history and immense contributions of this
publication during five decades of its existence
can never be underestimated. Finote-Berhan
was known for taking on some of the most im-
portant issues of the day boldly and unhesitat-
ingly. Its spiritual content had always been
sought after by Orthodox believers in the coun-

try.

When the Eritrean Orthodox Church became
autocephalous, it was this publication that
brought to light all the major issues of the
Church. Because Finote-Berhan never flinched
from facing all the challenges it faced, there
were many who did not take very kindly to it.
Nevertheless, even as the fortunes of this pub-
lication periodically waxed and waned and
amidst so much opposition, it kept the light of
hope flickering.

It is not hard then to imagine how he past nine
years of Finote-Berhan’s disappearance has
been one of the saddest chapters in the life of
the church. This period can be likened to true
darkness, as the church remained bereft of its
official mouthpiece. With this one important
mode of communication with its people dis-
rupted, the church was literally condemned to
silence.

It was during this sad period that those who
wish to do harm to the church and disrupt her
Apostolic mandate to preach the word of truth
took over the church.

Way: “Had Clark Carlton book...been avail-
able to me when I began to look for the authen-
tic Church it would have save me years of an-
guished searching.” “Had Clark Carlton
book...been available to me when I began to

look for the authentic Church it would have
save me years of anguished searching.”

Archbishop Dmitri of Dallas (Orthodox
Church of America) is also a former Baptist
who converted to the Orthodox faith several
decades ago. In his Foreword to the book, he
says that Carlton’s “description of the continu-
ing early Church, Her life, structure, worship
and mission should be helpful to those who
have imagined some kind of sudden break with
the Church of the New Testament” in the six-
teenth century.

As does Archbishop Dmitri, I too recommend
The Way to all “who are trying to find their
way to the Faith of the Apostles, Martyrs, Fa-
thers and Saints, and to those Orthodox who
have not fully understood why their Church
makes the claims it does.”

With Finote-Berhan, the one lifeline of the
church to the people severed, Yoftahe Dimet-
ros, a lay person took over the Church and be-
came her head, bringing the bishops and the
synod under his complete control. He brazenly
attempted to legitimize his power-grab by at-
tempting to change the constitution of the
church. He managed the arrest of some of the
leading and highly learned fathers of the
churches, who after five years still remain in
prison without having any charges being
brought against them. He forced out scores of
priests out of their parishes for refusing to give
him any recognition. One of the most destruc-
tive acts of this man was what he did to the
patriarch of the Church. He forced the synod to
depose and imprison the only legitimate Patri-
arch of the Eritrean Orthodox Church - H. H.
Abune Antonios. He then orchestrated the ille-
gal appointment of a bishop to the seat of the
Patriarchate. Although, the illegal patriarch is
not recognized either by the faithful of the
Church or by anyone outside the country,
Yoftahe still remains the puppet master. And
the Church today is in captivity. When he did
all of these and more, Finote-Berhan was not
there to sound the clarion call.

Nine years later, a new day is dawning in our
beloved Church. Finote-Berhan has risen again
like a sphinx. In August 2009 at the Eleventh
Annual Conference of the North America Dio-
cese of the Eritrean Orthodox Church, the deci-
sion was made to bring Finote-Berhan back to
life, dust her off and have her put on her worn-
out but shining armor again — ready to do bat-
tle for the truth.

We welcome this development as an important
milestone in the long history of our Orthodox
faith. We congratulate all the people who have
taken up this important challenge to place Fi-
note-Berhan in her rightful place as the official
organ of the Eritrean Orthodox Church. On this
important occasion, the editorial staff of Finote
-Berhan calls upon all followers of the Eritrean
Orthodox Church to show your support for her
success through your prayers.




