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Father Arseny:
Priest, Prisoner,
Spiritual Father.

by Deacon Habtu Ghebre-Ab

Alexander, Father Arseny, 1893-
1973: Priest, Prisoner, Spiritual
Father. Translated by Vera
Boutenoff: Crestwood, NY: St.
Vladmir Seminary Press, 1998.

After the horror of the So-
viet regime came to its inglori-
ous end two decades ago, the
magnitude of the destruction of
the Russian Orthodox Church by
the militant atheists and the
communist rulers during their
sixty-year tenure has become
much more evident. In the fore-
word to Father Arseny the trans-
lator of the book states that the
communist regime had man-
aged to kill “six hundred bish-
ops, forty thousand priests, and
one hundred twenty thousand
monks and nuns.” Thousands of
churches were literally razed to
the ground. An equal number
were seized and converted for
secular purposes. Many of the
victims were said to have died in
the harshest conditions of prison
and labor camps. A large num-
ber of those who perished were
simply shot or buried alive. The
most alarming statistics for this
period reveals that by the end of
Joseph Stalin’s dictatorship in
1953, “Only some two hundred
priests remained active in the
Soviet Union.” What is more sig-
nificant is that the sheer “scale of
this martyrdom remains un-
precedented” in the entire his-
tory of the Christian Church -
from the Roman period right up
to the present day.

As intriguing and instruc-
tive as this aspect of the history
of the Russian Orthodox Church
might be, Father Arseny is not
actually an empirical historical
work on the persecution and the
martyrdom of Orthodox Chris-
tians in the Soviet Union. For a
thorough historical treatment of
that
would have to turn to other

particular subject, one
works. An example of such his-
torical work would be the highly
acclaimed two volume book by
Dimitry Pospielovsky, The Rus-

sian Church under the Soviet Re-

gime, 1917-1982.

Although the central focus
of Father Arseny is the life of one
priest who was sent as a prisoner
for a number of years to the gu-
lags of the USSR, the book also
sheds a bright light on the de-
pravity of life in the far-flung
prisons and labor camps of the
Soviet system. These were the
places to which millions of peo-
ple - political prisoners and
Christians - were sent to be
worked to death.

This book - Father Arseny -
is the effort of many individuals.
The bits and pieces of the stories
were collected into a book by a
person only known to the reader
as Alexander, one of the innu-
merable spiritual children of Fa-
ther Arseny. This is a biography
of one priest, who while surviv-
ing the brutal suppression and
mass liquidation of clerics, man-
aged to serve the church and her
flocks; and he did so at great peril
to his own life.

Before answering his call-
ing as a monk and a priest, Fr.
Arseny had been a distinguished
art historian. He was highly
sought out as a specialist on Rus-
sian art and had authored several
books.
reeling from World War I, the
October revolution of 1917, and
the ensuing civil war, the life of

But as Tsarist Russia was

this highly respected scholar -
Piotr Andreyevich Streltzov -
was also taking a decisive turn.
He had turned his back on the
world, was tonsured a monk and
devoted his life to serving God
and mankind. The life Fr. Arseny
was to lead, of course, put him on
a collision course with the new
order in Russia. He was destined
to live a life of suffering.

While the clergies of Rus-
sia in their hundreds of thou-
sands were bearing the cross in
life and death, Fr. Arseny’s life
was no exception. His faith in
God and dedication to serving
became even greater as the Rus-
sian authorities intensified their
efforts to eradicate religion from
their land. Although a victim of
the worst form of hunger, torture
this
humble man of God ministered

and deprivation himself,

to the needs of his fellow inmates
- the hungry, the suffering, and

t h e
Father Arseny was one of

d y i ng
the very few clergies who sur-
vived the harsh conditions of the
labor camps. During this period,
he was hardly preoccupied by
the immense suffering all around
him. It appears as though his
faith lifted him above all that so
that he could concentrate his
meager energy and even his
more meager rations to meeting
the physical and spiritual needs
o f ot h er s .

When he finally served his
long prison term and managed to
walk out alive, he always looked
for opportunities to serve his
many spiritual children. He was
sought out by his spiritual chil-
dren that were scattered all
across Russia. Fr. Arseny’s is a
life that was lived out to the full-
est. He had conquered fear in all
its manifestations - fear of conse-
quences and even of death. His
life was the best example of one
who lived the cross-life to which
all Christians are called. He was
an exemplar of a true shepherd
for whose flock he was willing to
put his life down.

The greatest

The most destructive habit =Worry
The greatest joy = Giving

The greatest loss = Loss of self-
respect

The most satisfying work = Help-
ing others

The ugliest personality trait = Self-
ishness

The most endangered species =
Dedicated leaders

Our greatest natural resource = Our
youth

The greatest "shot in the arm" =
Encouragement

The greatest problem to overcome
= Fear

The most effective sleeping pill =
Peace of mind

The most crippling failure disease =
Excuses

The most powerful force in life =
Love The most dangerous pariah
=A gossiper

The world's most incredible com-
puter = The brain

The worst thing to be without =
Hope

The deadliest weapon. = The
tongue

The two most power-filled words =
"I Can"

The greatest asset = Faith

The most worthless emotion = Self-

pity

The most beautiful attire = SMILE!
The most prized possession = In-
tegrity

The most powerful communication
channel = Prayer

The most contagious spirit = En-
thusiasm

To the WORLD, YOU may be ONE
person; but to ONE person, YOU
may be the WORLD.

Remember: Nourish the Mind and
Embrace the Soul! Source: Internet
By Dr. Desale Hadera
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| Carry A
Cross In
My Pocket

| carry a cross in my
pocket A simple reminder
to me Of the fact that | am
a Christian No matter
where | may be This little
cross is not magic Nor is
it a good luck charm It
isn't meant to protect me
From every physical harm
It's not for identification
For all the world to see
It's simply an
understanding Between
my Savior and me When |
put my hand in my pocket
To bring out a coin or a
key The cross is there to
remind me Of the price he
paid for me It reminds me
too to be thankful For my
blessing day by day And
to strive to serve him
better In all that | do and
say It's also a daily
reminder Of the peace
and comfort | share With
all who know my Master
And give themselves to
his care So | carry a cross
in my pocket Reminding
no one but me That Jesus
Christ is Lord of my life If
only I'll let him be Source:

Coptic net
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Editorial

Yoftahe's PR Stunts to Gain
Recognition Failed in

Embarrassment - Again!
We have all witnessed with disbelief the drama that unfolded in
the city of Jerusalem on April 1/2010. Yoftahe Dimetros, the
main puppet-master, showed up in the Holy Land accompanied
by Abba Dioscoros, a retinue of some bishops and 175 hand-
picked “pilgrims.”

There is really nothing new about Eritrean Orthodox
Christians making pilgrimage to the Holy Land. But this in-
credulous event raised many eye-brows for who orchestrated it
and for the possible explanation of this bizarre antics by Yoftahe.
The question most were forced to ask is this: why did Yoftahe go
through such an extravaganza that ended in an unimaginable em-
barrassment to himself and the “patriarch” he had hand-picked to
“replace” the canonically legitimate Patriarch, H. H. Abune An-
tonios, and for whose detention since 2006 he has had primary
responsibility? What point was he trying to prove?

Considering the fact that not a single Orthodox Church
with which the Eritrean Orthodox Church is in communion (i.e.
the Oriental Orthodox Churches) has extended recognition to
Abba Dioscoros, and that no other churches have shown any in-
clination even to give appearance of recognition, one can surmise
at what Yoftahe was trying to achieve through his theatrics.

Leaving the Orthodox believers in Eritrea during the Holy
Pascha, which marks the apex in the Orthodox liturgical year, and
the most important celebration that fittingly accompanies the
Risen Christ, Yoftahe tried to orchestrate his shameful
“pilgrimage” to the Holy Land. This brazen act was undoubtedly
designed to give the impression at home and abroad that the Eri-
trean Orthodox Church, over which he has been placed as the
“general administrator”, is not as 1isolated. He must have as-
sumed that showing up in Israel, the land in which he had served
as an ambassador of the previous Communist regime, with all the
pomp and circumstances would provide him and the bishops he
controls an appearance of legitimacy.

Yoftahe and his associates were under the impression that
the Greek Orthodox Church in the city of Jerusalem would pro-
vide them with a place of worship on Easter Sunday so that his
bishops and the plane-load of “pilgrims” he had brought to the
Holy Land would serve as props for his designs. The Divine Lit-
urgy would then be broadcasted in Eritrea. This, Yoftahe be-
lieved, would give him an air of legitimacy in the eyes of the
faithful at home, a legitimacy he has so desperately been chasing
without success. But that was not to be. The Greek Orthodox
Church declined his request.

Because no church in Jerusalem was willing either to ac-
knowledge Yoftahe and his props, they were forced to remain
holed up in the hotel building where they stayed. As a final
shameful act, Abba Dioscors, Yoftahe’s “patriarch”, the bishops
and the “pilgrims” they had flown to Israel ended up celebrating
the most significant feast, the resurrection of our Lord, in a base-
ment of a hotel. Their well-planned public relations stunt tuned
into a nightmare. Following this embarrassing incident, Yoftahe
and Co. returned to Eritrea with none of the fanfare they had ini-
tially planned.

The fact remains that the problem facing the Eritrean Or-
thodox Church is not something that can so easily be fixed by
public-relation stunts. Here are the issues: Yoftahe’s postion as
the head of the Eritrean Orthodox Church has been and remains
against all the canons of the church. He remains a mere political
appointee forced upon our church. He will remain illegal no mat-
ter where he goes or how many bishops may surround him. The
illegitimacy of Abba Dioscoros also remains unquestionable as
the position he holds is as uncanonical as it is the creation of the
enemies of the church. Moreover, the faithful of the Eritrean Or-

thodox Church as well as the entire Orthodox world is cognizant of the fact that
Yoftahe and Co. are under excommunication by H.H. Abune Antonios, the only
canonically legitimate patriarch of the church. Until this anathema is lifted, he and
the bishops will always remain the schismatic that they are. The only option left to
Yoftahe is to vacate his position as the “general administrator” of the Eritrean Or-
thodox Church. He was and remains alien to our church. As for the bishops who
have availed their services to this enemy of the church and have, as a consequence,
made irreparable damage, have only one recourse: Repent for being accomplices in
the historic tragedy that has been inflicted on our church and return to canonical
legitimacy. Failing to do so, the word of God says, “Therefore I also have made
you contemptible and base before all the people, because you have not kept My
ways but have shown partiality in the law.” (Malachi 2:9)

A0t hrHk T TICPT°
20 1:39-56

PCIPEEYVIAPAAS #C S ba

b 0t P At TICe AMAT FFAMG 89T
THAY QUG G0 AT %8 L0 G0
HMCPR AP DA TARAANT AT OAZ: DY

Y ht V27 AN hCA FOGOLE BAALT £9Y
a0 PO PAR: NGNS SIPRDT GO~
AA: TOTL D0 neA? A0k OCHE AT 4
nCOR@<7? N A= AL RLIL N8
htevad, AHO hNe hiag:=: AP L9PA.
AA°F . 9°0 (9900 ANl NCAL VAT lhin
S tcsE Wt Bl AMANRG HHICA PO
= NG A% AT°: AJ: HAGPTT NCHL A=

aCe L9 (Nt 1F0S  TAMANAC
+oN: aPR.NS hh NAPAT apSh702 QU
L0he: @CT ACPLh ANHCA?: At HLA
GN@ TIC 2502 A% ATP: (0P P&O AR
AP Nl B, heted® WAL o~ Nz APIP:  IPhEEDT 1RI° HACUP TD-& DAL LG
ABA, NPAZ MNL: THCUT NhAN AN HLPIO: Th AT Ol HEDTRIC AD-LEI°: PHPLS Na
AOA ANKIC: FPav-Pt NP TIC AKINGP: W3V TS ALIC AL&IC: 9k IS
TA(CYI°T THCAT HIICIP: hAad HAAAT® I°hl-E AGHNE: ThOd-hd OCLA TPNe::

NANNNNNNNNNNNNN

Road To Success

The Road to success is Not strajght...There /s a curve called failure

. a loop called confusion ... speed bumps called friends ... Red
lights called enemies ... Caution lights called family ... You will
have flats called jobs ... BUT If you have a spare called
determination... An engine called perseverance... Insurance called
FAITH... A dnver called JESUS... You will make it to a place
called Success!!!
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Fenote-Berhan asks for your prayer,

material and financial support!
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www.tewahdo.org

E-mail: fonewspaper@tewahdo.org
Phone: (678) 894-4665
Fax: (770) 828-0646
Fenote-Berhan
P. O. Box 80814
St. Clair Shores, MI 48080
USA




