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Editorial

The Question that still Begs for Answers

Dn. Teklemariam Merkhatsion, General Editor.

That the external and internal challenges facing the
Eritrea Orthodox Church are innumerable is not a fact in
dispute. But, if we look at ourselves honestly and intro-
spectively, the one glaring problem that has had devastat-
ing consequences for our church over the years has been
the issue of our youth.

Although this is a subject that requires a great deal
of analysis, the problem for the purpose at hand can be
summed up in one sentence. Our young people have not
been given the opportunity to grow in spirit and knowl-
edge under the nurturing care of our church. And it is this
unfortunate fact that has likened our church to a mother
that gives birth but fails to nurture them into full maturity
and spiritual adulthood.

If we look back to the history of the youth move-
ment in our church that stretches back sixty years - a
movement known as Finote Berhan - it can help us under-
stand the present state more clearly. Because of the inabil-
ity of the church, that movement was not given a central-
ized direction and purpose. The result of such failure was
that our young people, if not the movement, often found
itself as a target by proselytizing heretics (menafgan).

If we look further to the period of the Derg, the com-
munist rulers of Ethiopia (1974-1991), the fervor of the
youth movement in our church was no less notable. Again,
and unfortunately because the church failed to give them a
centralized direction and could not nurture them in the
faith of our fathers, the number of people who fell prey to
menafqan was staggering. The innocence of our young was
taken advantage of by others. The failure of our church hi-
erarchy to come to grips with the opportunity that was af-
forded the chuch became the gain of menafgan.

If the Sunday school movement is to yield lasting
fruit for the church many things have to change. Tradition-
ally, the focus of this movement has mainly been to involve
young people in choirs. As laudable as this is, one notable
weakness of the youth movement was its lack of a biblical-
based training. There were no teachers to equip them in the
teachings and doctrine of our Holy Tradition.

Looking at the renewed efforts of the North America
Diocese, one sees what is being exerted by each local
church to try to address the spiritual needs of our young
people. The Diocese has also made significant strides in fos-
tering the training of teachers and leaders for the young
people. It is also encouraging seeing that so many of the
young people are being ordained and serving as deacons.
Some of the problems that have bedeviled our church,
however, still persist.

As we look into the future, therefore, we propose a
few fundamental solutions. The training and nurturing of
our young people should be given a centralized leadership,
direction and continuity. The training should be biblically-
based and the transmission of our Holy Tradition (t'wfit) -
“the faith once delivered to the saints”- must be given a
central focus. The training should also lead to the office of
the diaconate and priesthood, thus assuring our church of
future leaders.
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Road To Success

The Road to success is Not straight.. There is a curve called
failure ... a loop called confusion ... speed bumps called
friends ... Red lights called enemies ... Caution lights called
family ... You will have flats called jobs .. BUT If you have a
spare called determination... An engine called perseverance...
Insurance called FAITH... A driver called JESUS... You will
make it to a place called Success!!!

Source: Coptic net
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Fenote Berhan asks for your prayer,

material and financial support!
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